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Haunted Hallways of UTPB
University’ s alleged ghost causes speculation around campus

he name “Matilda” whis -
pers through the univ er-

sity's corridors and class-
rooms, and is uttered with ths
same frequency as “Dr. Watts”
or “The
C a f e t e r i a . ”
Though her
name may be
familiar , few
students have
experienced
her presence
or have ever
been properly
introduced to
the lonely
woman who
haunts the
halls of
UTPB.

The most
common leg-
end claims
that Matilda,
as she has
come to be
called, was
either the wife or girlfriend of
a construction worker on cam-
pus during the construction of
the Mesa Building in the early
70s. He killed her (the circum-
stances unknown and vague)
and buried her body some-
where in the building. The
most popular story is that her
body is located somewhere in
the foundation for stairw ell
six. Legend states that she
mostly haunts the fourth floor ,
the Student Union w omen's
restroom, and the sixth stair-
well. To many, this story is just
that - a legend, a scary story to
tell new freshmen. But, after
delving deeper into this story ,
it seems our resident ghost is
much more than just another
spooky tale. 

In the 80s and 90s, there

seemed to be a plethora of
strange occurrences taking
place on campus. Numerous
tales were reported of people
running out of the Mesa
Building late at night after
summer classes, terrified
because they were touched by

something that w as
not there or they
heard noises.  There
is one story of a man
in the 80s who had
access to the
Geology department
labs late at night to
work on his thesis.
Often there late at
night and into the
early morning,
strange noises and
knocks seemed commonplace
to him after awhile. On more
than one occasion, a knock
would sound at the lab door
and when opened, there
would be no one there. On
such a night, he was working
on his thesis when a knock
sounded on the door. He rose
to answer, expecting nothing

on the other side, but when he
opened the door a woman,
dressed in white and notably
angry, appeared right in
front of his face.
Startled, he watched as
she walked down the
hall and disappeared.

He searched, but never caught
sight of a young woman in
white the rest of the night.

In an old edition of The
Oasis, the campus newspaper
in 1980, an officer wrote of his
encounter with the paranor -
mal. As he and the dispatcher
were working on paperw ork
in the P.D. office around 2 a.m.

T

one Saturday, a "sad and for-
lorn" female voice whispered
"'Bill, come heeere.'" The offi-

cer reported that he thought
it w as his imagination, but
the dispatcher had heard
the voice as well. Again, the
woman's voice called for the
officer, seemingly through
the security speaker. They
searched the building as
well as the rest of the cam-
pus and found no indication
of another living soul on
campus that night. 

Years later, sometime dur-
ing the 90s, Dr. Wildermuth's
Gothic Literature class cele-
brated the end of the semester
with a party . The plan was to
watch "X-Files" episodes, a
new series released that he
used to illustrate themes in
classic horror and that many
of the students had become

enthralled with, and play with
a Talking Board to see what
would happen.  They really

had no inten-
tion of con-
tacting spirits.

As a group
of students
began to use
the Talking
Board (similar
to the Ouija
Board), the
p l a n c h e t t e
began to
move too fast.
Some of the
s t u d e n t s
claimed to feel
a strange elec-
tricity around
them. "A pres-
ence of some
kind w as talk-
ing to us," Dr.
W i ldermuth
said.

The pres-
ence identi-
fied herself
only as 'K'.
When the stu-
dents asked if

she was responsible for the
strange occurrences around
campus, she responded that
she was the culprit. At the
time, books in the library
would fall off shelv es and
door handles would turn hot
and burn people's hands as
they tried to open them. When
asked, she affirmed that she
had been murdered and was
indeed buried on campus, but
she would not go into detail.
Of the 35 people that started
the party off, only ten
remained at the end of the
night, according to Dr .
Wildermuth.

Continued on
page 8

terrif ying
... the A war d-winning new spaper of T he Univ er sit y of T exas of the P ermian Ba sin...

Earlier this month, UTPB
had the privilege of hosting
tw o Americans who held a
major role in bringing to light
President’ Richard Nixon’ s
role in the Watergate Scandal:
Bob Woodw ard and Carl
Bernstein

As reporters for the
Washington Post, the two
teamed up to report on the
June 17, 1972 burglary of the
headquarters of the
Democratic National
Committee in a Washington,
D.C. office building called
Watergate. 

Their w ork, under editor
Benjamin C. Bradlee, became
known for being the first of its
kind to report on a number of
political "dirty tricks" used by
the Nixon re-election commit -

tee during his campaign for
reelection.  For their work,
which lead to the eventual res-
ignation of Nixon, Bernstein
and Woodw ard w on the
Pulitzer Prize for Public
Service in 1973.  In 1974, they
co-authored a book about the
scandal entitled, "All the
President's Men" which
became a #1 best-seller and
was later turned into a movie.

On October 15, the
tw o men spoke in front of a
full gym of spectators from
the Midland-Odessa area,
telling their story of how they
went about catching the
President of the United States
in perhaps the greatest politi -
cal scandal and collapse in the
history of America.  

Continued on
page 8
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Hallow een is sneaking up right around the corner. Some of us are still kids at heart and
are going to go costume shopping for our costumes. Some of us see Halloween as just a scheme
to make money; it's just a time for stores to increase their profits. We have grown up to believ e
that Hallow een is a fun time when kids can go around to their neighbors' houses and ask for
candy. So how did Hallow een begin?

Hallow een's origins are not about horror but more about the fall harv est and remember-
ing those who have passed. The question that comes up is how did Halloween get its name? For
all quick answers you go online. According to Time, in the 800s, Pope Boniface IV named
Nov ember 1st as All Saints' Day, a day to honor those who died for their beliefs. The celebration
was also called Allhallowmas, which is deriv ed from the old English meaning of All Saints' Day.
People then started calling the night before All-hallows' Ev e, which would eventually become
Hallow een. 

While recently reading the news I came to find out that the owners of Spirit Hallow een
are trying to make it so that All-hallows' Ev e is always the last Saturday in October. This is just
another sign of stores trying to maximize their profits for the holidays. Why do y ou think the
owners of Spirit Hallow een would like this? Well, if they could close their stores and have it
vacant by the 31st they could possibly avoid having to pay another months rent. They are only
open during the Hallow een season, but you have to remember the benefits of Halloween on
Saturday. Children do not hav e school and that keeps scary costumes out of school.

We are supposed to be remembering the death of the saints on Halloween, and that leads
me to wonder how w e got into the tradition of trick-or -treating. Timestates that trick-or-treating
most likely dates back to early All Souls' Day parades in England. During the Festiv al the poor
would beg for food and families w ould giv e them pastries if they promised to pray for the fami -
ly's dead relativ es. Children would eventually pick up this tradition and visit houses in the neigh -
borhood for drinks, food, and money . Why then do w e wear costumes when we go trick-or-treat-
ing? 

Costumes come from the idea of people believing in ghosts. Ghosts would roam the
streets on Halloween night, so in order to fool the ghosts into believing that they w ere another
spirit people w ould w ear masks. People would also put candy outside their homes to please the
ghosts. I guess that means when you go out trick-or -treating, you are stealing candy from the
spirits, and if y ou ever have a run in with Matilda, just leav e candy; maybe she'll leave you alone.
If you go around trick-or -treating make sure you pray for the family's dead relativ es because
that's what Hallow een is all about: celebrating All Saints' Day. 

Hallow een is a fun holiday. However, movie producers and different stores have made it
a big money making scheme. Christmas has been turned into one of the biggest money making
holidays. How ever, Hallow een is not far behind in the profit list. Why can’ t we just enjoy life's
holidays without giving these big corporations a big money making season? For Hallow een, I am
going to have friends over to play some video games and just have fun. Have a great Halloween,
and have fun but make sure you do not make any spirits mad. Of course, that's only if y ou believe
in ghosts.

Appreciating
with Poe

It's finally happening.  Ladies, put aw ay your handkerchiefs,
and gentlemen, you can now collect on your bets, because
Edgar Allen Poe, 200 years after his date of birth, is finally get -
ting a proper interment.  

Okay, so Poe's body isn't sitting around anywhere rotting
(well, underground, obvi -
ously.  But it's not just sit-
ting in someone's living
room).  But he did have a
rather unsatisfying death
and burial for a poet and
short story writer of his cal -
iber.   The author of works
like "The Raven," "The
Pendulum," and "The Tell-
Tale Heart" died about one
hundred and sixty y ears
ago, in a funeral that
allegedly had few er than
ten people in attendance.
On Sunday, October 11, Poe
finally got the grandiose
funeral he deserved, with
over 350 people, from all over the world attending the elaborate
event.

The lesson from this is possibly that if you're talented
enough, even if no one likes you in 1849, two hundred y ears
later, a bunch of strangers will dress up in costume, recite your
poetry, and pretend that you just died.   

Or, the lesson is that it's never too late to honor someone
whom y ou care about.   For me, that's been a big lesson over the
past year.  Over the next year, as I prepare to graduate, I plan to
be saying a lot of goodbyes, but I also want the people I care
about to know how much I appreciate them-and I do.  It occurs
to me, as I prepare to leave UTPB in May, that I'll also be leav-
ing those people who have gotten me through this whole expe-
rience.   Those of you who are interested in graduate school
should heed my advice: do not w ait until y our senior year to
start deciding where y ou want to go.   Do not wait until tw o
months before your graduate applications are due before you
begin to put y our materials together.  And, above all, do not sign
up on a Saturday to take the GRE (or GMAT or LSAT or what -
ever) on the following Friday .  I'm not saying I did that; I'm just
saying, if I had, it w ould hav e been silly.   You could do all of
these things, but you'll go a little crazy .  Just a little crazy,
though.

I don't know how I w ould hav e survived the last few months
if it w eren't for you guys.  My friends, cow orkers, bosses, even
you people who see me in the hall and wave hello or ask me
how my day's going (and then listen to me blurt out my anxiety
about vocabulary cards), when univ ersity life seems absolutely
overwhelming, y ou make it not only tolerable, but ev en enjoy-
able.  I don't say that often enough, either; as stressful as college
living is, I do enjoy myself.   But it's easier to do that when peo -
ple are rooting you on.  I know there are people like that in y our
liv es, who never say die when you're thinking that Class X
might be hazardous to your health.  The people who are stub-
bornly insistent that y ou will do better in y our class than you
think y ou will.  The people who take y ou out to dinner when
you don't.  They're awesome, we forget about that, and we
shouldn't.   

So, this Halloween, take a hint from a dead, old guy who was
the 1800s answer to Stephen King.   Or, rather, take a hint from
his sycophantic twenty-first century admirers.  According to
Miss Manners, it's never too late to send someone a note of
appreciation.   It's never too late to say thank you to the people
in your life for just being there for y ou.

Kristen Gipson
Editor-in-Chief

The history
and future

of
Halloween

Kenneth Bitner
Interim Assistant Editor

F alconsGrowl:

Pencil

Textbook

Scissors

Scotch Tape

Stapler
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Legend:

It is the day before Halloween and zombies are taking
over the school. Which school supply would you use to
defend yourself?

44%

13% 16%
5%

22%

We all know that Halloween isn’t just for little kids.  But remember to be
safe this Halloween.  If you go to any parties, go with a friend, don’t drink
and drive, and make sure that brush your teeth after eating all that candy! 

Scissor s

Textbook

PencilsScotc h
Tape

St apler
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Dracula’s Choices: 
The year’s best horror movies

Horror movies certainly
aren’t for everyone.  But
there’s probably no better way
to get in the Hallow een spirit

than to rent the latest horror
flick and prepare for a night of
screaming, jumping, and
dread of showering without
first locking the door .  The
only better thing than renting
a good, scary movie is splurg-
ing on a real holiday treat, and
heading out to the nearest

movie theater.  But what
scary movie is best for you?
Take a look and find out.   The
following list of movies has
something for everyone, even
the family crowds!

Read on, and choose what’s
best for you... if you dare!

Paranormal Activity

Not since the Blair Witch
Project has an independent,
low-budget horror flick
caused so much hype in the
general public.  Virtually

unadv ertised on television,
Paranormal Activity wasn’t
even originally released
nationwide in theaters.  Only
after an ingeneous marketing
campaign, in which ov er one
million view ers “demanded”
the movie in their area, did the
movie open in Odessa, and
the rest of the nation.   

Written, shot, directed, and
edited  by Oren Peli, the
movie is one of the best horror
flicks that has come out lately.
It follows the liv es of a young,
engaged couple, Katie and
Micah as they try to rid them -
selves of a pesky, unexplain-
able paranormal problem.   In
an effort to prov e to Katie that

the “ghost” that is haunting
her is not real, he decides to
record them, even in their
sleep, which is when a lot of
the terrifying magic happens.  

The camera, which is sta-
tionary, helpless, and unable
to see what the action is unless
it is being moved, causes most
of the panic in the audience,
who is forced to imagine what
is happening off camera.  This
is definitely not a movie for
the faint at heart.  

The movie, shot in Peli’s
own home, was made on a
modest budget of only about
$11, 000.   It is rated Rfor lan-
guage.  

Zombieland

The Vampire’s Assistant

Where the Wild Things Are

The
Zombification

of Classic
Literatur e

"It is a truth univ ersally
acknowledged that a zombie
in possession of brains must
be in want of more brains."
Ah, lov e.  Betrayal.  The
human condition in its most…
undead form?   The latest
trend in book-selling takes the
axiom, "It w as good, but it
could be better… with zom -
bies" to a heart-stuttering
level.   This movement became
evident with the release of
Pride and Prejudice and
Zombies, a novel written by
Jane Austen and embellished
by Seth Grahame-Smith.   In
the novel, Grahame-Smith
ornaments Austen's famous
novel which, while belov ed, is
admittedly a rather dry read
compared to the car-chase-
filled, suspense-packed novels
of today replete with musta -
chioed, complex villains.   

For those not in the know,
the original Pride and Prejudice
is, at its heart, a love story
about Elizabeth Bennet, the
level-headed daughter of a
country gentleman.   When
Elizabeth and Mr. Darcy meet,
they instantly dislike each
other.   The rest of the story
deals with one misunder -
standing after another as they
traipse down the country-lane
of love.  

For those of you who aren't
enthralled by this lov e story
yet, consider picking up a
copy of P&P and Zombiesto
get you interested.   Zombies
takes, for example, politic
exchanges between enemies
like Elizabeth and Darcy's
aunt Lady Catherine, and
turns them into knock-down,
drag-out fights, with ninjas,
katanas, and throwing stars:
"The two ladies-separated
thus by more than fifty y ears,
yet hardly at all in abilities-
remained thus for a moment,
until Lady Catherine, her plan
of attack fully formed, leapt
skyward with a strength quite
striking for a w oman of her

advanced age.  She flipped
through the air , over
Elizabeth's head, and landed a
blow on top of her skull, the
force of which brought the
younger to her knees."  It
doesn't exactly have the same
lugubriousness as the scene in
Austen's original nov el, but
it's exactly what y ou were
wishing w ould happen as you
read the sneaky fighting of
manners in the original.

Pride and Prejudiceisn't the
only book up for zombifica -
tion, either.  Sense and
Sensibility and Sea Monsters,
The Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn and Zombies, The War of
the Worlds Plus Blood, Guts, and
Zombies, and even Mr. Darcy,
Vampyreare now available.  In
addition, if, for some reason,
the blood, guts, zombies, vam-
pires, and sea monsters aren't
enough to make classic litera-
ture more interesting, there is
a Cliff Notes style compendi -
um, titled Zombie Notes: A
Study Guide to the Best in
Undead Literary Classics avail-
able.  The novel spoofs every-
thing from Frankenstein, or
How to Build the Ultimate
Zombie Fighting Machineby
Mary Shelley to Zombies Attack
Wuthering Heights by Emily
Bronte to Moby Dick, Zombie
Whale by Herman Melville.
There are even plot sum-
maries, study guide questions,
and short quizzes, with ques-
tions like, "Romeo turns
Tybalt into: 
a. a member of N'Sync
b. Homer Simpson
c. a French mime
d. a zombie"

Is it too much?  Are the lib -
erties taken with great classics
ruining our appreciation of
them?  Generally speaking,
the works wouldn't be quite as
much fun to lampoon if w e
weren't forced to admire, in
our laughing, the masterful
precision of the original
words, and how ludicrous
they become when zombies
are added.

If being scared out of your
wits doesn’t excite you, then
you are probably safer with a

more satirical view on horror
movies, like the cult-phenom -
enon, Zombieland.  The movie,
starring Woody Harrelson
(No Country for Old Men)
and Jesse Eisenberg
(Adv entureland), takes place
in a world post-zombie
Apocalypse, in which sur -
viv ors Tallahassee (Harrelson)
and Columbus (Eisenberg)
join forces with other zombie
fighters to surviv e.   

Though, like most zombie
movies, the film does feature
multifarious gore and gross-
outs, including exploding
heads, the fun in the brains

and guts is the over-blown,
self-mocking nature of the
movie.  And it’ s true-- zombie
movies are generally ridicu -
lous.  It’s refreshing to see a
movie that makes fun of the
genre in such a sophisticated
way.  

More amusing than the
zombies themselves, though,
is the focus on the idiosyncra-
cies of the individual charac-
ters.   Columbus, in particular ,
continuously offers humorous
tips and hints, such as the
“Double Tap” (making sure a
body is only a body, not a
zombie).   

Cirque du Freak:The
Vampire’s Assistant, directed
by Paul Weitz, has its roots in
a children’s book series, in
which a young boy named

Darren Shan meets a vampire
named Larten Crepsley.  This
Twilight-esque w orld features
the human-friendly v ampires
that are so common in popular
culture today.   

Darren is soon transformed
into a bloodsucker himself,
and is forced to tag along with
Crepsley, helping him out in
his duties in the vampire road-
show, that is, Cirque du Freak.  

Throughout the movie,
Darren not only struggles
with his humanity , but also
with the tension betw een the
vampires and the evil, mali -
cious Vampanese.    

While the star-studded
movie, featuring some of
Hollyw ood’s big-hitters,

including John C. Reilly
(Chicago) and Salma Hayek
(Frieda) does take some liber-
ties with the plot of the origi -
nal books, including changing
the age of young Darren from
about 10 to 16, the movie does
capture all of the excitement
of the book series.  

The movie is excellent for
older children and teenagers,
but will probably w ork out for
all ages, considering the high-
caliber quality of the cast.
The film, with its comedy and
adventure, is a refreshing
change from the angst-ridden
vampire movies and TV
shows that have saturated the
market lately.  

Families with children
might need to forego rowdy
zombie comedies or haunting
horror flicks, but that doesn’ t

mean they have to stay at
home.   Where the Wild Things
Are, the newest film by direc -
tor Spike Jonze is appropriate
for both children and adults,
as it deals with mature themes
that children will inevitably
come up against in an endear-
ing w ay that stays visually
and emotionally true to the
children’s book upon which it
was based.  

Maurice Sendak’s 10-sen-
tence book by the same name
had less than 350 words, but
the 2 hour movie explores the
relationship of a little boy
(Max) who liv es with his sin-
gle mom and sister, and sails

away to a land of giant crea-
tures who make him their
king.

Visually, the movie is
impeccable.   Other than the
sadness and confusion that
similar children’ s books and
movies sometimes forget to
explore, the tale is heart-
warming, with creatures that
look, despite their fantastic
appearance, almost real.   You
can see the wind blowing their
fur , the sun and shadows on
them, and it’s not hard for this
film to take y ou back into your
own childhood and the mys -
teries that it held.

By KRISTEN GIPSON
Editor-in-Chief

By KRISTEN GIPSON
Editor-in-Chief

Darwin
Remembers

is memorable,
one-man play

In 1859, Charles Darwin
published The Origin of the
Species, a ground-breaking sci-
entific nov el that postulated
new theories, the most notable
of which is natural selection,
or the surviv al of the fittest.  

These controversial theories
pitted Creationists-- those
who typically reject ev olution,
in favor of a sweeping deistic
creation of humanity-- against
proponents of Darwin’ s theo-
ries.  His contemporaries
ridiculed Darwin in the press,
calling him ‘Devil Darwin.’

Two hundred y ears later,
professor emeritus of Coe
College, Dr. Floyd Sanford,
performed his self-written
one-man play about the quin -
tessential scientist at UTPB on
October 20.   Sanford hopes
that students who don’ t know
much about Darwin will learn
about the man, and that evolu-
tion and religion can be recon-
ciled.  

“There is no reason why
you can’t believe in a divine
creator, and evolution,”
Sanford said.  “Evolution is a
fact.  You don’t believe in it or
not believe in it. You either
know about it, or y ou don’t.”

By KRISTEN GIPSON
Editor-in-Chief



As the month of October
comes to a close, there is only
one thing on swimmers'
minds - it is time to hit the
water.

On October 2 and 3, the
UTPB men's swim team held
their intra-squad time trials,
and several of the swimmers
had good coming-out parties
and are looking to be  top
competitors on the Falcons
squad.

The swimming Falcons
boast some outstanding
young talent this season in
sophomore sprinters, Alex
Palma, Sam McKinlay, Matt
Smith, and Rick Millan. .

Alex Palma took victory in
the 100 yard freestyle with a
time of 49.24 followed by
Millan (49.38) and McKinlay
(49.66).  Three events later,
Millan show ed blazing speed
and power clocking a time of
22.61.  Then, in the 200 yard
freestyle McKinlay struck
back, overtaking Palma by
2.34 seconds and clocking-in
with a time of 1:48.02.

As well as looking good in
the sprints, Palma and

Sports 4 , T he Me sa Journal T hur sday, October 29, 2009

Water Falcons prepare to swim

Wife. Student.
Athlete

UTPB Falcons basketball
player Callie Norris is doing
much more than hitting jump
shots. As a senior, she is cur-
rently balancing w ork, basket-
ball season, and a marriage.
Norris has been playing bas-
ketball since age six but has
only been married for a year. 

Norris joined the UTPB
Falcons in Fall 2007 as an
incoming freshman; her soph-
omore year she moved to
Abilene and tried out for the
basketball team at McMurry .
How ever,   plans changed and
that same year she moved
back to Odessa and married
Matt Norris. A call from
Coach Collins the day before
her wedding with an offer for
a spot on the team changed
her future. "I didn't think I'd
play after marriage, but here I
am. I called coach back with a
response during my honey-
moon," said Norris.

Today, as a junior, she wel-
comes the upcoming season.
"The first year back, it was
hard when w e would leave for
fiv e days at a time and he was-
n't around, but this time I'm
going to manage my time bet-
ter," Norris said.  Her lov e for
basketball lies in what the
sport brings out in her: "I like

By DIANNE LEYV A
Staff Writer

McKinlay show ed that they
could cut it in the distance as
well, as McKinlay took gold in
the 400 individual medley
with a winning time of 4:18.55,
beating the second place fin-
isher, Joe Sarradat by 4.42 sec-
onds.  Later on, Palma domi -
nated the 500 yard freestyle,
crossing the finish line nearly
14 seconds (13.99) before any-
one else could with a time of
4:59.90.

Matt Smith, who came all
the way from Colorado to
swim for UTPB, showed great
stature in the breaststroke,
winning both the 200-y ard
(2:19.78) and 100-yard
(1:03.33) breaststroke events. 

The Falcons kicked off the
competitiv e season on
October 20 in Abilene where
they met McMurry Univ ersity
and Incarnate Word to com-
pete in a Tri-meet.  For
Hallow een weekend, the team
will be in Conw ay, Arkansas
to compete in the Hendrix
Classic where they are sure to
face some good division 2
competition.  Last year, the
Falcons took third in the meet
and will be trying to increase
their success and finish in the
top tw o this year.    

it because it's fast paced with a
little contact and the team part
of it. - the social outlet, com-
petiveness, I think it makes
me whole," Norris said. 

Norris is a Kinesiology
major and would like to coach
at the high school or college
level after graduation.
Although she is a senior, on
the court this is only her third
year playing, with the oppor -
tunity to play again next y ear.
As a graduate Norris sees this
as a chance to learn a few
more tricks. "There is always
something new, different girls
and different situations,"
Norris said.  

This year, the competition
is deep. The Falcons had their
first practice October 14, "It's
the best pre-off season prac-
tice since I've been here,"
Norris said. The team this year
is strong; the girls on the court
are about as good as those on
the bench. Competition for
playing time will bring about
the best in the players.  We
will be rooting for the UTPB
Lady Falcons and their ability
to be not only athletes, but
also students, and, for some
such as Callie Norris, wiv es.   

UTPB Falcons will scrim-
mage against the OC
Wranglers and will hav e their
first official game on
Nov ember 17 in Stephenville,
TX against Tartleton State.

Above: The swim team sports body paint to support the women’s volleyball team. 
Below left: Students participating in the Intramurals flag football event on Tuesday,
October 13, 2009.
Below right: Andr ew Torr es battles it out at the Intramurals Ping Pong Tournament
on Saturday, October 17, 2009.

By ROBERT HICKS
Staff Writer

Don’t let this
Halloween be a fright!

HALLOWEEN ISN’T JUST FOR LITTLE
KIDS, ANYMORE! IT’S A GREAT EXCUSE

TO HAVE A FUN TIME.   BE AWARE OF
HOW TO HAVE A SAFE AND ENJOYABLE

HALLOWEEN!

If you go to a party, keep your eye on how much you
drink.   Don’t go alone, and designate a sober driver.
Take the keys away from anyone who has been
drinking:don’t let your friends drive drunk!

If you’re hosting a party, check to see if any of your
guests have food allergies. Nothing puts a damper
on a party quite like having to rush someone to the
hospital!

At parties, never leave a glass unattended.   Avoid
community drinks, like punch bowls.   Don’t leave a
party with someone you don’t know.  

If you have kids, make sure you know what route
they are taking to trick-or-treat.   Set and enforce a
curfew.  

Understand and explain to children that animal
cruelty is not only wrong, but also illegal.

Have a wonderful and safe Halloween!
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SPOTLIGHT ON...
Joe Stauffer, Ph.D.

A journey of twists and
turns has led Dr. Joe
Stauffer to become a mem-
ber of the UTPB faculty.
He began teaching as a
visiting professor in the
Fall of 2008 and is now
here to stay. Dr. Stauffer is
now an Assistant
Professor of Management. 

Stauffer was raised in
the rural lands of Illinois.
He follow ed in his father's
footsteps and enlisted in
the army his senior year of
high school to serve his
patriotic duty .
Throughout his military
career, Dr. Stauffer served
as infantry, staff sergeant,
and LT. Colonel. He taught for
the Army and has been in the
Army Reserve since 2000. "I
had not planned my life
beyond Vietnam," Stauffer
said. 

Obtaining an education w as
not part of the plan either .

How ever, he received his PhD
in Management from the
Univ ersity of Oklahoma, his
M.A. in Human Resource/

Labor Relations from the
Univ ersity of Iow a, and an
M.B.A from Western Illinois
Univ ersity and a B.B. in
Operations Management also
from Western Illinois
Univ ersity.  

Stauffer began teaching at

the univ ersity level Fall of
1989 and previously taught at
Texas A&M Commerce serv -
ing as Department Head. His

stay at UTPB has been
enjoyable. "I like the idea;
I didn't know about
Odessa/Midland. I expect-
ed a weigh station. I am
very surprised, pleasantly
surprised I like it,"
Stauffer said.  

As a professor, he seeks
to educate on a complete-
ly different lev el to which
most students are previ-
ously exposed. He bases
the topics discussed in
class on the real world,
not the textbook scenar-
ios, taking into considera-
tion issues and situations
students will be exposed
to as graduates. 

Stauffer said, "I try to
establish in my students the
need to come up with a long
term plan and the importance
of communication skills. T o
see their errors and to dedi-
cate themselves to fix them on
their own."  

Esteban Velasquez: 
AShocking Talent

With the lyrics of country
singer Emilio Nav aira, the
voice of 9-year-old Esteban
Velasquez captivated the
hearts of Cavazos Elementary
talent show judges. At age 20,
the talent shows
have become live
concerts and the
judges have trans-
formed into
Mexican artists leg-
ends like Enrique
Guzman. While
taking UTPB class-
es, Velasquez is cur-
rently promoting
his first profession -
al album "Ladron
de Amores," which
will be released
Nov ember 21 a day
after his birthday .

"I can't explain
why I like music.
Music has so much
meaning, and when
you express it oth-
ers can feel how
you feel" said
Velasquez. 

Velasquez began
playing for a local mariachi
group at age 12 and joined the
Ector Jr. High Mariachi pro -
gram in seventh grade.  Since
then music has been a vital
part of him. How ever, school
mariachi programs w ere not
enough; he sought ways to be
known and entertained at
local quinceaneras and festi-
vals.  In high school Velasquez
participated in the Mariachi

Vargas Extravaganza in San
Antonio. He placed second
both sophomore and junior
years; however, his third
attempt landed the high
school senior “The Best
Mariachi Vocalist in the U.S."
As the winner of this competi -
tion Velasquez now opens
concerts in the U.S for

Mariachi Vargas in cities such
as Houston and San
Antonio."It w as a great experi-
ence. It was at the biggest
mariachi v ocal contest and
Mariachi Vargas themselves
were the judges" said
Velasquez.   

Velasquez was a partici-
pant in the Mexican version of
“American Idol,” “La
Academia.” Although, he did

not win, this participation has
opened many opportunities. 

Velasquez is currently
attending UTPB majoring in
Music. His classes include dis-
crete applications and music
theory. "I want to prepare
myself to be an all around
musician and the only w ay I
can do that is by getting an

education…… I want to
be known for my talent
that I can sing and pro-
duce on my own" said
Velasquez. 

Such a journey has
taken a lot of dedication
and time. Velasquez is
currently balancing
math tests and an
album promotion.
Velasquez began choos-
ing songs for his album
in February with the
help of music directors
like Fernando de
Santiago, who manages
Pepe Aguilar's produc -
tions.  "In music if y ou
get the chance, you
have to take it or some-
one else will" said
Velasquez. 

Local and national
support has been a cru-
cial part of his success.

Local radio stations and tele-
vision programs are alw ays
willing to aid in the promo -
tion of his album.  

How ever, fame and success
have not changed his outlook
on life.   "As a public figure
you have to be a role model,
too. For my brothers, I am
everything and I hav e to guide
them" said Velasquez.   

Pink
Out

Last Tuesday evening
(October 20), as I pulled into
the UTPB Circle, I realized
there was not a sound to be
heard or a person to be seen.
Aside from the flag football
participants on the practice
fields, no one was to be seen
on the grounds anywhere.  I
then drov e around to the
UTPB gym and saw a parking
lot jammed with cars and the
mystery of the missing stu -
dents was solved.  Why were
they all gathered here?  UTPB
students and supporters
believe in something:  that
cancer can be defeated.

Inside was a fervent and
surging sea of students
dressed in all pink, supporting
the cause and cheering on
their belov ed women in
orange to victory.  

"It w as great seeing every-
one dressed in pink," fresh-
man dancer Vanessa Pope
said.  "It's great to know peo-
ple care."

UTPB is not the only school
participating in this ev ent.
"Pink-out" has spread to uni -
versities and colleges nation-
wide.

"All ov er the country stu-
dents are having Pink Out for
their football games," UTPB
athletic director Richard
Acosta said, "but obviously,
we don't have a football team
so we decided to do it for the
next best thing - volleyball."

Many NFL teams have
even showed their support for
the cause.  All around the
league players have been seen
adorned with pink glov es,
pink wristbands, and ev en
pink cleats in respect of the
women who have suffered
and currently suffer from this
horrible disease.

Attendants of the game
were given the opportunity to
make monetary donations to
fund the research and technol-
ogy that will be needed to giv e
doctors and scientists any
hope of finding a cure.

If you feel passionately
about breast cancer but did
not make it to the game and
feel obligated to giv e some
money, or you were at the
game and forgot your w allet,
or you donated and want to
look further into w ays you can
give, you can go online at
www .fcco.org (Families of
Children with Cancer) which
presents you with multiple
options in which y ou can
donate.  You can also visit
www .nationalbreastcancer
.org (National Breast Cancer
Foundation), which will giv e
you all the information y ou
need to know about cancer.

"We need to stop relying on
others to get information," Mr .
Acosta said.  "We need to find
out everything w e can about
cancer."

The National Breast Cancer
Foundation estimates that
each year in the U.S. over
200,000 women and men(yes,
men) are diagnosed with
breast cancer and 40,000 die.
Can this plaque be put to an
end?

"It's possible and I believe
it will happen someday ,
Acosta said.  "It is in our
power.  If we work together
we can defeat cancer."

The volleyball match, which
ended victoriously for UTPB
as the Lady Falcons swept the
Angelo State Rams in three
close sets (25-21, 25-23, 26-24),
in a way, symbolizes a feeling
of hope and optimism:
although it will be a long,
tough struggle, w e will be vic -
torious in the end. 

By ROBERT HICKS
Staff Writer

By DIANNE LEYV A
Staff Writer

By DIANNE LEYV A
Staff Writer

photo by Romey Elguezabal

photo by Romey Elguezabal

photo by Romey Elguezabal

photo courtesy of www.utpb.edu

photo courtesy of Esteban Velasquez



T hur sday, October 15, 20096 ,T he Me sa Journal Around the Castle

UTPBundergoes process of
SACSreaccredidation

hat does a UTPB diplo-
ma entitle? How impor -
tant is this simple piece

of paper and what makes it
different from any other 8X10
with designs and a signature?
According to the Committee
on Colleges website the
Commission on Colleges of
the Southern Association of
Colleges and schools (SACS)
is the regional body for the
accreditation of degree granti-
ng higher education institu -
tions. This association gives
worth and validity to a UTPB
diploma.

"It is the body that accredits
us. When we hand out diplo -
mas we are accredited….We
have to have it, without it w e
are not worth anything," said
English Lecturer Maureen
Page, editor of the
Compliance Certification. 

Every fiv e years universities
go through a scrutinizing

process to achieve reaccredita-
tion.  The process includes the
submission of Compliance
Certification document which
exhibits the univ ersity’s fulfill -
ment with each of the Core
R e q u i r e m e n t s ,
Comprehensive Standards,
and Federal Regulations as
presented in the Principles.
Page edited this Compliance
Certification. 

"As staff and faculty w e are
required to fulfill certain serv -
ices for the university…..They
are worthwhile headaches, in
order to be a degree granting
institution.  W e all have moti-
vation to ensure that the uni-
versity reaches its maximum
potential, and in order to do
that we have to maintain our
accreditation so that we can
issue valid degrees," Page
said. 

Each institution is required
to compose a Quality
Enhancement Plan for the
improv ement of the institu -
tions quality . UTPB faculty

W  

members have united to cre-
ate C4 which will enhance
critical thinking and come into
effect in 2011. C4 stands for
identify and Clarify problems
and issues; Collect and effec-
tiv ely organize information;
Consider that information
through analysis; and come to
a well-reasoned, logically sup-
ported Conclusion.  

The process also includes a
visit from an on-site commit -
tee to verify that the state-
ments in the Compliance
Certification are correct. This
committee will report its find -
ings and the College Delegate
Assembly will report its deci -
sion during its annual busi -
ness session.  The on-site com-
mittee will be visiting this
upcoming spring. 

Although this ev ent takes
place every fiv e years, many
students are not aware of
what it entitles or of its impor -
tance.  As students this
process affects us deeply.
Accreditation is what giv es

(432) 366-2000
4007 JBS Parkway

(across from the university)

Fall Special
Mak e new fr iends!

Gr ab a pizza!
Buy any Buy any 

14-inch pizza 14-inch pizza 
at regular price 
and get another 

14-inch 1-topping 
for free!

offer expires November 30, 2009

the four years of pursuing an
education, the money spent
and the long hours of study -
ing any legitimacy . Without
accreditation students cannot
be awarded financial aid. It is
a process that as students we
must be conscious of.
How ever, there is no need for
apprehension. 

UTPB begins to prepare
itself 18 months before the
actual process begins. "I
believe we know our material,
we have done everything w e
possibly can, students should
not be worried….Many peo -
ple have done an excellent job.
We have met their standards,"
Page said. 

In the next columnis the
UTPB Mission Statement;
within it is the goal of the
Univ ersity. It is what w e stand
for and what w e seek to prove
every fiv e years to achieve
reaccreditation and continue
being a degree granting insti-
tution.

For more information visit

sacscos.org or visit the UTPB
website. 

UTPB 
MISSION STATEMENT
The University of Texas of the

Permian Basin is a general aca-
demic university of The
University of Texas System. The
University of Texas System is
committed to pursue high-quality
educational opportunities for the
enhancement of the human
resources of Texas, the nation,
and the world through intellectu-
al and personal growth.
The mission of The University of

Texas of the Permian Basin is to
provide quality education to all
qualified students in a supportive
educational environment; to pro-
mote excellence in teaching,
research, and service; and to serve
as a resource for the intellectual,
social, economic, and technologi-
cal advancement of the diverse
constituency in Texas and the
region.

Empty Bowls filled with hope

Ironically , its name holds
much more; these "Empty
Bowls" are far from being
unfilled. W ithin them lies not
only the hope for those who
receive it but an act of kind-
ness that cannot be measured.
According to the Empty Bowls
website, the organization’s
purpose is not only to win the
battle with food depriv ation
but also to guide others to
help in this struggle. 

As reported by the organi -
zation’s website,  "Our goals
are to raise money to help

o r g a n i z a -
tions fight
hunger, to
raise aware-

ness about the issues of
hunger and food security, and
to help bring about an attitude
that will not allow hunger to
exist." 

Odessa held its Empty
Bowls annual event on Friday,
October 16 at St. John's
Episcopal Church from 7-
9p.m. UTPB Art students and
Odessa High International
Baccalaureate students creat-
ed bowls to be auctioned to
help raise money. These silent
auctions allowed for the dona-
tors to take home with them a
piece of art. Admission w as
ten dollars.  All proceeds will
be donated to the West Texas
Food Bank. 

"I think it's our job to take
care of our fellow Americans;
it's good to serve and to show
people that are less fortunate
that we care about them and

give someone hope," said
Robert Hicks, a volunteer.   
The core of this movement lies
in a humanitarian purpose, to
feed those who are less fortu-
nate and to use art as the
source. Religious organiza-
tions combine their efforts and
provide those who are hungry
with food.  This ev ent is for
everyone, regardless of creed
or religious denomination.
"People could come off the
streets if they were hungry,"
Hicks said. 

Volunteers were mostly
high school and college stu-
dents. Odessa High School
Orchestra entertained guests.
Other volunteers included
members of several organiza-
tions at UTPB. You can visit
emptybow els.net for more
information regarding the
organization. 

Halloween Bootique
Music City Mall #K
4104 East 42nd St
Odessa, TX 79762
Phone: 432-362-0683
Fax: 432-362-0510 

Need a Costume?

Get the great Stuff Now before its all GOON!
Now Locat ed in Midland and Odessa

Halloween Bootique
Midland Cuthbert
3001 West Loop 250
Midland, TX 79705
Phone: 432-699-2026
Fax: 432-699-1995

Above: Student Ni Want learns self-defense with mar-
tial ar ts teacher, Cotton, on National Kick Butt Day.

By DIANNE LEYV A
Staff Writer

By DIANNE LEYV A
Staff Writer
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Meet the Staff
Dianne Leyva: staff writer

Dianne has been with The Mesa
Journal for about a year now, and
we couldn’t imagine the office
without her!   

What's your favorite
Halloween memory?
Hallow een, senior year, a
couple of friends and I w ent
to def con. With my luck I
ended up at the front of the

line. We
were all
holding
h a n d s

and so I ran as fast as I could
through the maze and yelled
every fiv e seconds scaring
everyone behind me even
more.
What's the best Halloween
costume you've ever
seen/worn?
A friend w as a genie bottle

last year. We had a lot of fun
making fun of him. 
Do you like scary movies?
No, not at all. 
Do you have a favorite ghost

story?  What is it?
I grew up in

Presidio, and there is a ghost
town close by named Shafter.
Everyone says it’s haunted
and that if y ou pass through
there at midnight a lady in a
white dress will ask y ou for a
ride and if y ou don’t she will
appear in your passenger seat.
I make it a point to never pass
Shafter at night. 
If zombies were attacking the
school, what would you do
and why?
Run. I doubt zombies would
be willing to negotiate. 

Dianne is a junior Marketing major at UTPB.   You can also see heron the covers
of the new Spring course catalogues, out now!

photo courtesy of Dianne Leyva

Dianne Leyva in 
black & white! 

Haunted Halloween
The best haunted houses in Odessa and Midland

As the month of October
draws to a close,
it comes time for
the one night of
the year where
people get the
opportunity to
dress-up in
unique cos-
tumes, to get all
the candy they
can eat, and to
have a night of
fright and
delight.  

The Haunted
House season is
under w ay and if
you are looking
to experience the
full capacity of
this horror -
stricken holiday ,
then you are in
for a treat.  

On West 2nd
Street there is a
place that is sure
to chase the
color away from
your face; a
place where
un imag inab le
terrors await
those brave enough to enter.

Produced by Billy Pon, aka
"Bloody Bill", "Def Con 1:
Haunted Warehouse" and the
"Circus of the Dead Murder
Maze" put you inside a horror
movie and bring y our w orst
nightmares to life.  

The murder maze plays on
a phobia that many people
have of clowns and carneys.
This liv e scaring is sure to give

patrons a reason to fear
clowns as they make their way
through a maze of demented
and twisted humor that will
give the toughest of humans
chills down their spines.

"Def Con 1: Haunted

Warehouse" features a story
about a former government
military experiment facility
that went haywire during the
Cold War era, but the plot
thickens when the zombies of
the dead army men still roam
the facility and the tourists
have to find their w ay out.

The house opened on
October 15, at 2215 West 2nd
Street and has received some

positiv e feedback from some
daring individuals.

"Def Con was the most
intense haunted house I have
ever been through," said
UTPB freshman Edgar
Martinez.  "I am definitely

going back for
Hallow een."

Another
haunted house
a t t r a c t i o n ,
"Doom of the
Desert", located
at 101 Solo Road,
features a 20-30
minute journey
fraught with
clowns, mon-
sters and, of
course, buckets
of fake blood.
So, if you're
looking for a
good scare, look
no further than
these.  

The remain-
ing operating
dates for Def
Con are October
28 through
October 31 from
7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
on Thursday and
7 p.m. to mid -
night on Friday
and Saturday.
Tickets will be
available at the

door and will cost $10 each or
$15 for a double feature.

The remaining dates for
Doom of the Desert are the
same, but the gates open at 6
p.m. instead of 7 and close at 1
a.m. Friday through Saturday.
Tickets for the scary kids ver-
sion will cost $15 and the
nightmare v ersion for adults
will cost $25.  

Philanthr opic 
students donate
blankets to keep

Odessa warm

Two brilliant and ambitious
freshmen got together this
year to create a one-of-a-kind
student club at UTPB.  This
club is not one which students
join in order to receiv e pres-
tige and recognition to look
good on a transcript or job
application.  Mia Gonzalez
and Izbel Soto founded the
club called "Falcons for
Christ" in which students
make it their duty to go out to
serve others and take care of
those who are less fortunate.

The club has many great
service opportunities planned
for this winter and w ants
everyone to be a part of the
joy.

"I believe it is our duty to
take care of God's people,"
Soto said.  "It is what we are
called to do."

For the last month, the
Falcons for Christ have been
holding a blanket driv e, for
which they ask anybody who
has any type of bed covering
or quilt they do not need or
use, to donate.  The drive will
end in the first w eek of
Nov ember.  There are buckets
in the Student Union and on
the first floor by the Police
Department where people can
dispense their sheets.  The col-
lected bedding will be taken to
homeless shelters around

Midland and Odessa to keep
citizens warm throughout the
winter .

Starting in Nov ember, the
FFC will be putting on a food
driv e.  Students will be able to
bring soup cans, macaroni
boxes, and other non-perish-
able food items that some peo-
ple in the immediate area will
need to make it through the
winter .  

In December, the group
will be participating in
Christmas in Action, where
people serve by doing home
improv ement projects on
homes of people who are eld-
erly or have low income and
do not have the ability or
money to fix the problems
themselves.  Types of projects
done include painting, roof -
ing, or building wheelchair
ramps 

Many other events are sure
to be planned for next semes-
ter and the years to come, and
the group w ants everyone to
get involved.  If you are inter-
ested in getting inv olved in
this fun and rew arding organ -
ization, you may send an e-
mail to Izzy Soto at izbelso-
to@yahoo.com.

"We are non denomination-
al," Soto said.  "This is for any-
body who simply has a heart
for serving.  Any one can make
a difference."

Students gather in the Student Union to listen about
breast canceron Breast CancerAwareness day, on
Wednesday, October 21, 2009.

By ROBERT HICKS
Staff Writer

By ROBERT HICKS
Staff Writer
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Campus

News

fallfall
ScheduleSchedule

Open Registration for
Spring and Summer

November 2 

Last Day to Add Self-
Paced Courses 

November 2 

Thanksgiving Holiday
(Students and Faculty)

November 25-27  

Thanksgiving Holiday
(Staff and All Offices

Closed) 
November 26 & 27 

Last Regular Class Day
December 4 

Final Examinations
December 7 - 10 

Departmental
Music Recital

#28
October 30

4:30
LL001

Falcon Da y
9:30-2:45

Nov ember 1 4
Come see what

UTPB has t o
of fer!

Haunting, continued from page 1

"We were playing a joke on ourselves; we
never realized anything w ould happen." Dr .
Wildermuth said.

The activity is not all in the past though.
Five years ago, a group of freshman students
were interested in trying to contact the ghost
again and approached Dr. Wildermuth. They
again used a Talking Board, and the contact
was even stronger. The planchette moved
faster than it had the previous time and the
presence interacted much more with these
students. "They were very open-minded.
They asked her personal questions about rel-
atives or their liv es on campus," Dr.
Wildermuth said. "Once, she [the  ghost]
even spelled out the name of one of the girl's
roommates."

This group asked for a more definite sign
of her presence. The spirit instructed them to
go down to the piano on the first floor . When
they approached, the piano began to hum.

There are many more accounts of seeing
a woman dressed in white playing the piano
and walking the hallw ays. Students, faculty
and staff alike have had experiences that they
cannot explain. Is it possible that all of these
people only imagined these occurrences, or is
there much more to the legend of Matilda?
Whether truth or fiction, remember that as
you walk down the halls of UTPB, you may
not be walking alone.

JBSLecture, continued from page 1

For two engaging
hours, the two explained how
much of an impact great jour -
nalism can make and how
they achieved their goal with
the painstaking effort of get -
ting a story at any cost; and as
Woodward put it, "nev er tak-
ing ‘no’ for an answer"  

They also enlightened
the audience on their opinions
of the last and current presi-
dencies, pointing out some
mistakes they believe George
W. Bush made during his term
and comments on the current
Obama administration.

The two pointed out
congruencies between Nixon
and George W. Bush's legacy.
They said that Nixon made
many mistakes in how he han-
dled the media and Bush
seemed to let these reoccur.

Bernstein said that
both had character flaws that
made them "not up for the job"
and carried out actions they
believed were "morally infalli -
ble," despite the uncertain
legality of some of their poli -
cies. 

Woodw ard argued
that Bush did not abuse his
power as Nixon often did.  He
accused Nixon of using his
power as a means to threaten

political opponents.
He added that Bush did

things that he genuinely
believed were right, which
was not always the case for
Nixon.

Concerning the cur-
rent presidency, Bernstein and
Woodw ard said Barack
Obama's term so far appears
to be subject to outside dia-
logue, but it is difficult to get
an accurate delineation of
Obama's tendencies so early
in his administration.

After the discussion
drew to an end, the audiences
was able to purchase a copy of
Woodw ard and Bernstein's,
"All the President's Men," and
have it signed by the two men.  
It w as truly an honor to listen
to these men, who are
arguably the most influential
political journalists in modern
day.    Through their anecdotes
and retellings of the w ork and
sacrifices they have made to
get where they are today,
Woodw ard and Bernstein
maintain a clichéd but ever
infallible virtue: don't ev er
give up.

Keep Odessa

Beautiful
Keep Odessa Beautiful

"Reduce, Reuse, Recycle,
and Re-buy" is the motto
which inspires “Keep Odessa
Beautiful.”

Planet Earth is home. Planet
Earth also requires attention.
Thus, the non-profit organiza -
tion “Keep Odessa Beautiful”
held its “Odessa Pride Make a
Difference Day" clean-up
event on October 17, 2009.
This is one of two annual
clean-up events that takes
place in Odessa. According to
the organization’s website, the
purpose of this non-profit
organization is to educate the
public, coordinate litter pre -
vention, beautify the city and
provide educational programs
regarding the importance of
conserving the environment. 

History
What began as a group of

citizens who sought to main -
tain a clean city is now an
incorporated non-profit
organization which is affiliat -
ed with “Don't Mess with
Texas” and “Keep America
Beautiful.” The Chamber of
Commerce first developed the
Clean City Consortium in
1985 and later renamed it
“Greater Odessa Litter
Busters.” In 1994, it trans-
formed into “Keep Odessa
Beautiful.”

“Keep Odessa Beautiful” is
one of many environmental
efforts to preserve the envi-
ronment. Such movements
began in the Transcendentalist
era, specifically Henry David
Thoreau who sought to
acquire respect of nature and
federal conservation of virgin
forests with his book Maine
Woods. As we made our way
into the 21st century, films
such as An Inconvenient Truth
by Al Gore mov ed the nation
to seek ways to better the
environment.   Today we are
inspired to “go green.”  The
Green Movement has motivat-
ed many to recycle, to be more
conservative and even to grow

gardens. 
A Falcon's Duty

As students and responsi-
ble citizens, it is our duty to
take the initiativ e and educate
not only ourselv es but those
around us about the impor -
tance of recycling. How many
times have we found it easier
to place the 32oz paper cup in
the trash can rather than in a
recycling vessel? The habits
and choices we make today
will find their w ay to either
reprimand or thank us in the
future. The Odessa landfill
currently holds space for
approximately 95 more years
of trash.  Although, many of
us will no longer be w alking
this earth, those who do may
find themselv es making their
way through plastic bags,
waste and other unpleasant
items. 

Action
"I w ould advise the stu-

dents to urge the campus to
inv est in aluminum, plastic,
and paper bins," said Pattie
Reaks-Collins, executive
director of Keep Odessa
Beautiful. 

Such bins would allow eas-
ier access to recycling and
would assist in keeping our
parking lots and campus
cleaner. Even the littlest things
can make a huge impact. For
instance, cigarette buttes are
frequently seen on campus
grounds; placing these in the
trash is a small action that will
make a big difference.
Volunteering at events such as
the "Make a difference" or
"Don't Mess with Texas" are
also ways of contributing to a
cleaner environment. 

"A plastic bottle in the land -
fill will take y ears to decay; if
recycled, it can be used for
your swimsuit next summer ."
Reaks-Collins said. 

To take action and aid in the
effort to "Keep Odessa
Beautiful," y ou can visit
www .keepodessabeautiful.co
m  or call (432) 333-1299 and
speak to Patti Reakes-Collins.
Community service for schol -
arship requirements and
Texas Scholars can be fulfilled
here. 

By DIANNE LEYV A
Staff Writer

To do your part to keep Odessa beautiful, take action
by visiting www.keepodessabeautiful.com  orcall (432)
333-1299 and speak to Patti Reakes-Collins. 
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Volleyball game

Friday, October 30
Falcon Dome
against Dallas

Baptist 
7:00

Saturday, 
October 31

2:00

Did y ou
miss t he

las t
Sands t or m
deadline?

Don ’t be scar ed.
You can still submit
poems, short stories,
essays, and visual art on
a CD with cont act infor -
mation to MB 4110 or
4102.
Deadline: Nov . 22

Do y ou ha ve
an upcoming

event?  

Let us kno w,
and w e’ll

publish it in
our Cam pus

News
section.   


