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Dr. Derek Catsam has a
Pez dispenser collection. He
describes it as, a “mini-collec-
tion” of about fifteen tiny
candy dispensers including
Eeyore from Winnie-the-Pooh,
a Storm Trooper from Star
Wars, and Garfield the cat.  

How does one start a
collection as different as this
one?  It seems that this specific
collection was unintentional.  “I
don’t think that I hav e ever
even bought a Pez dispenser,”
Dr. Catsam said. Every year for
Christmas his mother w ould
stuff their stockings and some-

where in the overflowing sock
would be a Pez
dispenser.  Dr.
Catsam admit-
ted that until
he became a
teacher and
had a place to
display his
trinkets, such
as his Pez dis-
pensers, he
never really
noticed how
many he had.
As it turns out
h i s
mother
w a s
a l s o

unaware of the collection she had
started.  When
asked if he likes
Pez, he said yes
but “Pez are like
Smarties.  You
don’t really con-
sciously seek them
out.”  He  laughed
as he said that
because of the
large apple he has
on his desk con-
taining the Pez.
As it turns out, he
doesn’t even use

the Pez
d i s -
p e n s e r s
for their
intended

purpose. 
Dr. Catsam, is a fan of pop

culture.  His fav orite dispensers in
his current collection are the mini-
Simpsons, including Homer ,
Marge, Lisa, and Bart.  He is also
the owner of a  “massive” cd and
book collection.  How ever, if his
dream dispensers were to be made
a reality they w ould take the shape
of the Red Socks, Patriots, Celtics,
and the Boston Bruins.  In turn, the
dispenser that he would nev er
want to see, or  include in his col-
lection, would be a Yankee dis-
penser. Stop by Dr. Catsam’s office
and take a look at his Pez dispenser
collection, but do not bring him a
Yankee dispenser. 

The UT Permian

Basin HT3R Program received a
$200,000 scholarship from the
U.S. Nuclear Regulatory
Commission (NRC). Four lucky
students will reciev e the schol-
arships. In addition, three stu -
dents will reciev e up to $10,000
for a research internship.  Dr.
Stephen Nelson, assistant pro-

fessor for the HT3R program
explained that the goal of the
scholarship is to have those stu-
dents focus on their schooling
rather than trying to go to
school and maintain a full time
job like many other students on
campus.  

The main require-
ment of the seven students is to
maintain a 3.5 GPA.  After fin -

ishing all of their schooling, they
will w ork at the NRC one year for
each year that they were in the pro-
gram.  The first tw o years of the
program will consist of regulatory
courses which will make them the
equivalent of a nuclear lawyer,” Dr .
Nelson said.  According to Best
PlacesToWork.org, the Nuclear
Regulatory Commission is the
number one place to work in the
government and was number two
for “Best Pay and Benefits.”

The program currently
has three interns: C. J. Hernandez,
Sterling Satterfield, and Abel
Tarango. The four scholarship stu-
dents are Wendell Faulkner, Daniel
Molinar , Brandon Pepper, and Ian
Lindbolm.  The students do not
have to be in a certain major, but
they must take courses that are out-
lined by the NRC.  The required

courses are currently in the pre-
engineering and the industrial
technology programs.  How ever,
more classes are being developed.

The HT3R program is also hoping
to hire a mentor to be in charge of
the interns and scholarship stu-
dents. A new nuclear engineer and
new physics professor are also
going to be hired for the program.
But where is all this leading?  The
program is hoping to  establish a
college of engineering at UT
Permian Basin in the near future.
Presently, UTPB is the only school
in Texas that has the Nuclear
Reactor Scholarship Program, and
the only univ ersity in the country
to have the intern program.

Nuclear Regulatory Commission awards full scholarships to  students

What started out as
non-intentional, soon turned
into a collection. Dr. Susan
Lara Vice President of
Student Services, has been
collecting Hispanic dolls and
putting them on display on
campus. Currently, she is
sharing them with the entire
campus as they are on dis-
play in the Mesa Building,
on the first floor . The
Mexican dolls reflect the dif -
ferent regions in the thirty-
one states of Mexico.  Both
native and non-native cul-
tures have been expressed
through the appearance of

By Ami Halfacre
Staff Writer

Dr. Stephen Nelson is the assis-

tant professor for the HT 3R pro-
gram.  

By: Romilia Elguezabal
Staff Writer

each doll.  Music and dance, like
in most , are greatly recognized.
Through each doll, one can
identify their style of music
from mariachi to classical
orchestra or through dance,
from folkloric ballet to polka.
Elaborate costumes, make-up,
and dance routines depict the
various indigenous groups from
the different states throughout
Mexico.   Areas such as Guerrero,
a part of the tropical v alley of
Mexico  that include beaches
such as the famous Acapulco,
includes dances known as the
chilena style. Chilena-style
dances are strongly influenced
by African slav es and gypsies.
In this dance, they imitate ani -
mals by using a strong beat and

melody.  The capital of Mexico,
known as Ciudad de Mexico,
located in El Distrito . It is the
second largest city in the entire
world, containing more than
19.2 million people.  One of the
costumes from the D.F. area is a
red and green dress with straps
going up the front and back rep -
resenting a version of the China
Poblana. Mexican dolls. The
dolls come in both genders, yet
the male figurines seem to be
valued at a higher price. Mexico
has many diverse cultures and,
styles. The Mexican dolls are a
beautiful and interesting sym -
bol of dress and culture in the
different regions of Mexico.

On Display-- VP of Student Services,
Dr. Susan Lara, loaned her collection
of Mexican dolls to the univ ersity for
display in the Mesa Building.

Doll Collection is displayed for Hispanic Heritage Month

By Romelia Elguezabal
Staff Writer

UTPB celebrates Hispanic Heritage Month with programs 

UTPB’s Dr. Catsam collects pop culture icons

2007 Intramural S port s
Schedule

October

10/02/07
Billiards Tournament

7:00 pm Student Union
No Deadline for Entering

10/12/07
Golf Scramble
Golf Course

Open to all students, faculty,
& Staff

Tee-Off 1:00 pm
Deadline 10/09/07

10/14/07
Co-Ed Team Sand Volleyball

(4 vs. 4) 2 male\2female
Double Elimination

10/21/07
Madden Tourney

Parker Ranch House
P.S. 3 & X-Box

7:00 pm

10/31/07
Falcon Fun Run
Obstacle Course

November

11/07/07
Texas Hold’Em Poker

11/15/07
Free Throw Contest

11/21/07
Ping Pong Tourney

2007 Fall Scehdule

First Eight W eek Courses
August 27 - October 19

Second Eight W eek Courses
Ocotober 22 - December 14

Last Day to File for Graduation
October 5

Last day to drop a course or
withdraw from The

Univeristy
October 29

Last Day to Submit a Master ’s
Thesis or Project s to

Committee
November 2

Last Day to Add Self-Paced
Courses

November 2

Last Day to T ake an Oral
Exam (Graduate S tudent s)

November 19

Thanksgiving Holiday
(Offices Closed Nov . 22 &

23)
November 21 - 23

Last Day to Submit Master ’s
Thesis or Project to

Graduate S tudies Office
November 30

Final Examination
December 10 - 13

Commencement
December 15

Photo by Mary Martinez-Gonzales

Collections-- Dr. Derek Catsam’s Pez dispensers
include witches and hippos and Taz, oh my.

Photo by Romelia Elguezabal
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Heritage month originally started
out as a week in 1968 under
President Lyndon Johnson, by
1988, it went from one week to one
month under President Ronald
Reagan.  The takes place from
September 15 to October 15 of
each year. Today there are more
Hispanics living in the United
States than the entire population
of Canada.  

Without HispanicHeritage
Month, people could not under -
stand that, "Hispanics come in all
colors of the rainbow, for we are
everything in betw een." Hispanic
Heritage month brings an oppor -
tunity to engage in another cul -
ture. It also brings an opportunity
to become aware on the great
div ersity of Hispanics and to
erode the stereotypes that have
developed over time. 

influential Hispanics and put them
into their ev ery day style of living.

Rolando Diaz, Director of
Student Life here at UTPB, empha-
sizes how Hispanic Heritage
Month is important and how it
helps focus our attention on the
issues of Hispanics in societies. "If
we don't have programs such as
Hispanic Heritage month…people
would not understand how
Hispanics come from tw enty-tw o
countries in the world, not only
Mexico," says Rolando Diaz. 

Hispanic Heritage month
is not only about the Hispanic cul -
ture inv olving food such as tacos
and burritos. It is not only about
mariachi and durangense music,
or religion and language. It is
about recognizing the contribu -
tions of Hispanic Americans and
what they did and continue to do
in our societies today.  Hispanic

"Words are not reality,
they're labels." On September
20, 2007 Victor Edmundo
Villaseñor, an internationally
known writer and recent guest
speaker at UT Permian Basin,
gave an inspirational message
through his prose and books
about the Hispanic experience. 

"Quit the facts and
give inspiration!" says Victor
Villaseñor. Hispanic is the
label that many people with
similar qualities attain. "W e see
the world through a filter of
language," and Victor
Villaseñor. During Hispanic
Heritage month, one can
recapture how Hispanics of
this one labeled race, have
made a difference. One can
remember the words of great

Victor V illaseñor , author and
presenter spoke at UT Permian
Basin about the Hispanic expe-
rience for Hispanic Heritage
Month.

Photo by Mary Mar tinez-Gonzales



Page 2, T he Me sa Journal Opinion/Editorial T hur sday, October 4, 2007

T he Me sa Journal
e-mail: me sajournal@utpb.edu

Staf f

Editor -in-Chief: Mar y Martinez-Gonzale s

Assitant Editor: R yan Michael Dechert

Adviser: Dr . Nichole Rougeau- Vanderfor d

Staf f W riter s: Kell y W ingert, Chris Gr acia,

Ami Halfacr e, Romelia Elguezabal

La yout & De sign: R yan M. Dechert and Mar y Martinez-Gonzale s

Photogr apher s: Austin W alden, Mar y Martinez-Gonzale s, Chris Gr acia

Gener al Informa tion:

T he Me sa Journal is a st udent public ation tha t pr ovide s informa tion, commentar y,

and entertainment for T he Univ er sit y of T exas of the P erimian Ba sin communit y.

Editorial sta tement s and adv ertisment s do not nece ssaril y r eflect the opinion of

UT P ermian Ba sin adminstr ation.

Let ter P olicy:

All contributions, in good ta ste, will be edited for gr ammar , spelling , length (250

minimum), libel, pr ofanit y, and per sonal a t tacks. All let ter s must contain the

author’ s name, major , academic cla ssif ic ation, and contact informa tion. T his infor -

mation c an be withheld upon r equest. Electr onic copie s of article s and let ter s ar e

pr eferr ed.

Mis sion Sta tement:

T he Me sa Journal is de signed to inform, entertain, educ ate, and heighten a war e-

ness of student s, facult y, and administr ator s at T he Univ er sit y of T exas of the

Permian Ba sin. Staf f member s will be r esponsible journalist by maintaining high

ethic al standar ds with fairne ss, accur acy, and balance.

Do you ever have days
where you feel like all you do
is run around and nev er get
anything done? Well, this
week has been one of those
weeks for me. I’ve been try-
ing to juggle school, work,
and more work. I find myself
asking, “Does it ever really
slow down after college?”

My parents ran their
own business for over 20
years and I remember times
when Dad w ould come home
around ten at night and leav e
for w ork at fiv e in the morn-
ing. I have always wondered
“Is there any fun in that, and
if there isn’t then why do
people liv e like this?” For my
parents, they just recently
sold their business and are
now retired, w ell at least for
now.

Even with Mom and
Dad being retired, they still
haven’t slowed down.
Instead of taking time to
relax they have been busy
doing home improv ements.
They built a new patio in the
backyard so that they could
sit out there and enjoy the
evening.  Now, they are
working on redoing the liv -
ing room, and after the living
room is finished they are
going to redo the driv e way
so that it will look nice.

So, they built this

Ry an’s World

By Ryan M. Dechert
Assistant Editor

patio and have yet to use it.
Last time I was home I used it
to sit and talk on the phone
for awhile. I’ll giv e them a
call in the middle of the day
and usually I get the answer-
ing machine and I’ll hav e to
leave a message. Then, later
on that evening Mom will
call back, if she remembers,
and she will tell me how tired
she is. I tell her, “Mom,
you’re retired now so you
should be taking some time
off,” and she says, “I am. I’m
taking mental time off, just
not physical time.” She said,
“W e love doing home
improv ements. And, Ryan, if
you find some thing that y ou
love to do, you will nev er
work a day in your life.”

Both my parents have
always urged me to go to col-
lege and get a degree of my
choice. I have never been
pushed into a specific field of
study; instead I found one by
taking a couple of different
college electives and sticking
to the one I liked the best. So,
even when I call home and
my parents tell me how
exhausted they are I guess it’s
okay because they are having
a good time doing what they
love to do.

But does it ever really
slow down? For them it has-
n’t. I worry that they will
work themselves to death
doing what they lov e, but
since it’s what they love to do
I guess it will be okay. So, I
wonder is it human nature to
say busy doing something or
are my parents just weird?

There is an old saying
that you do not get a second
chance to make a good first
impression. At a recent event, I
asked one of the Texas state
Congressmen what we could do
to get more Hispanics to vote.
He told me that was a good
question and walked away. He
did not offer an answer or even
a semblance of a thought, he
just walked away. He did not
say that is the million dollar
question. He did not say that
we should go to the people and
speak to them where they con-
gregate. He did not even say
what strategies have worked for
him in the past. He did not tell
me that he would be back later
or that he had been thinking

about that same thing. He just
walked away.

I had never met this
man before, but he has been in
office since the early nineties
and I know several people who
know him well. I must say, I
was not impressed. More than
that, I was a little put off by his
lack of social skills. Maybe I’m
wrong, but I think that people
in politics should actually be
friendly. They should be ready
to answer to, or at least
acknowledge, constituents and
potential voters. They should
seek out opportunities to show-
case themselves as different
from the other candidates and
concerned about the needs of
the people. If they don’t feel
like answering the question
asked, they should take the
opportunity to answer one they
have been thinking about. I
don’t expect elected officials to
be rocket scientists, but they do
need to possess some people
skills. They should at the very
least be able to fake it. 

I’m not saying that I
think he’s done a poor job or
not to vote for him. I had heard
alot of good things about him
from friends and family and I
suppose I expected more from
this guy. He made a poor first
impression on me. Although a
good first impression may be a
cliché, it is still very important.
When politicians choose public
office, they choose a public
lifestyle and they should be
able to handle questions from
the public. Politicians should
never be so confident in their
position to think that someone
else won’t come along and
usurp their seat. Who knows,
maybe I’ll run against him one
day. At least I’m friendlier.
Most of all, politicians should
never snub the media, especial-
ly people with their own
columns. Maybe I’m a closet
politician and I have chosen
this time to out myself. But, on
second thought, maybe not. 

There’s Something

About Mary

By Mar y Mar tinez-
Gonzales 

Editor -in-Chief

The Ultimate club sport on campus is getting underw ay
for their second year.  It is a fast-paced mixture of football, rugby,
and Frisbee.   Falcon Ultimate Frisbee action is upon us.  

The rules and game play mirror those of football, rugby ,
and soccer. Interestingly enough, Ultimate is not a contact sport.
And as for a ball, well, there’s not one, only a circular plastic disk.
Players throw a disk up and down the field trying to adv ance
their field position. In Ultimate, the only w ay to score a point is
by catching a Frisbee in the end zone, much like football. While
this seems like an easy feat as first glance, it is much more diffi-
cult. Ultimate is play ed with 7 people per team on the field at one
time. Also, Ultimate play ers follow the principles of the “Spirit of
the Game.” There are no referees in the game except for the play-
ers on the field. Everyone is required to respect each other and
call fouls on themselves and each other

“Ultimate is so interesting because it combines so many
different aspects of other popular sports into one game. It is
extremely challenging and requires a good level of physical fit -
ness,” says player Austin W alden.

Not only is the sport exciting but the club also does many
things for the campus and the community .  For example, the club
hosted a charity tournament, Equinox, which ev en attracted some
NCAA Division I schools like Texas and Texas Tech.  The pro-
ceeds from this tournament went to the Big Brother/ Big Sister
program.  Because of its efforts, Falcon Ultimate was named Most
Outstanding Club last y ear.

Practices began on Wednesday September 19th and will be
held three times a week, every week.  They will be on
Wednesdays at 5:30 PM, Thursdays at 7 PM, and Fridays at 6 PM
all on the soccer practice fields. Games will be held on Saturdays.
Students who still w ould like to play are w elcome to try it out.

The Falcon Ultimate Club
By Chris Gracia

Sports Writer

Do Y ou Ha ve an Announcement

You W ould Lik e to P ut In T he

Me sa Journal?
Let U s Kno w by e-mailing us a t

mesajournal@utpb.edu

Vintage Falcon

Dr. Gary McCullough--
Circa 1991.

Dr. Douglas Hale--
Circa 1989. 

Rey Lascano--
Director of Continuing
Education 
Circa 1991

They’re bringing sexy back-- a long, long time ago, faculty and staff members Gary McCullough, Douglas Hale
and Rey Lascano had black hair. No really, we have the pictures to prove it. These photos were found in a box
in the Mesa Journal office.
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When move-in day came
around this y ear, I found out I
was one of the students who
would be staying in the MCM
Elegante Hotel. People started
telling me how much fun I w as
going to have and how lucky I
was to get to stay there. They
said it was one of the greatest
hotels and that I would lov e it.

Only parts of that
turned out to be true. The fact
that we don’t have to worry
about taking out trash or mak -
ing our beds is very nice. It will
be hard to get used to not hav-
ing maid service around. The
rooms are in good condition

and always clean. The beds are
the most comfortable that I have
ever slept on. When you lay
down, y ou just want to go right
to sleep. I love them. It will be a
big change when we get to
move into campus housing and
have to get used to another bed. 

Despite all the fancy and
nice things I like about the hotel,
there are quite a few things I do
not like. It’ s a very unsettling
feeling to be living in a hotel. I
have been there for about a
month and it’ s hard to just get
comfortable. I couldn’ t really
unpack many of my things
because that is not going to be
our permanent residence and
there is just not enough room. It

feels kind of like a vacation
because we are living out of
boxes and
s u i t c a s e s .
Due to the
fact that it is
not on cam-
pus, you
can’t just
walk outside
and meet
your neigh -
bors or see a
friend. It is a
little hard to
meet a lot of
p e o p l e
because you
really don’ t
see that

many. It also has an inconven-
ience to it. I love to exercise out-

side but if I
want to I can’t
just walk out -
side and start
running. I
don’t exactly
feel safe to be
running right
there. I have
to get in my
car and driv e
to the school
and park
somewhere.
The other
main incon -
venience is
food. Now w e

ByKelly M. W ingert
Staff Writer

MJ staff writes about life at the MCM Elegante

Students, take notice! A
better world starts with better
leaders…individuals who hav e
the ability , energy and desire to
make meaningful contributions
to their communities. SIFE is an
international netw ork of stu -
dent, academic and business
leaders who have made this
commitment and are w orking
together to improv e the lives of
others. If you are already a part
of SIFE, then you’re well on
your w ay to making a positiv e
difference. If not, find out how
SIFE can provide real world
experience that will not only
change you for the better, but
can also help you change the
world. (Career Connections,
2007)

SIFE students have
begun to do their part in chang -
ing their w orld, locally . The
Roden Center along with the
UTBP SIFE team conducted an
Entrepreneurship Boot Camp
for area high school students

did get a free meal plan for
while w e are in the hotel. That
was very nice but on days that I
only have an afternoon class, if I
want to eat, I have to get
dressed and go over to the
school just to eat. 

I know things could
have turned out w orse. I am
thankful that w e ended up in
such a nice hotel and that we
were provided a meal plan
while w e stay. It is just awkw ard
to be living in a hotel because it
just feels like a never ending
vacation instead of moving
away to school. The hotel is
very nice and everything, but
I’m ready to move into our more
permanent residence. 

from July 23 through July 27.
The 24 participants learned var-
ious skills in the following
areas: financial literacy, think -
ing creatively,
n e t w o r k i n g ,
entrepreneurial
characterist ics,
leadership, team
building, prob -
lem solving,
organizat ional
planning, ethics,
and communica-
tion. These skills
were applied to
the key project
assigned for the
week, which was
to run their own
coffee shop and
compete against
other teams. The
students made
major decisions
including adv er-
tising, deciding
on the number of employ ees
and wages, location, product
selection and prices, hours of

operation, organization of the
business, and strategies to gen-
erate more revenue. The culmi-
nation of the competition con -

sisted of each team presenting a
brief business plan to a panel of
judges including School of

Business Dean, Jack Ladd,
Director of SBDC, Tommy
Baker, and the Founder of
Media Concepts, Kurt Verlai.

The win -
ning team
m e m b e r s
w e r e
a w a r d e d
$75 gift
cards; two
p a r t i c i -
p a n t s ,
Shenequia
H a w k i n s
and Rigo
R o s a l e s
w e r e
a w a r d e d
$ 2 , 0 0 0
a n n u a l
s c h o l a r -
ships to
UTPB, and
each stu-
dent that
participat -

ed was given a $500 scholarship
to UTPB. “I w as really excited
this opportunity w orked out so

well, “Dr . Leslie Toombs, UTPB
SIFE team faculty advisor said.
“It w as high energy, it was chal-
lenging. But these were great
kids with great ideas and w e all
decided we would do it again.” 

The organization has
several other projects for the
year with the goals of making a
difference in their community ,
providing students with real
world experience that can be
used to build a resume, and
building a portfolio impressiv e
enough to take to the regional
competition set for March 29,
2008 in Dallas, TX. “We’re really
excited about this organization,
what it stands for , and what it
can do for others in the commu-
nity and for our own students”
said UTPB SIFE treasurer
Beatriz Merino. “The neat part
about SIFE is that while we
improv e communities, we’re
enhancing our own personal
and professional skills, and
that’s something that really sets
SIFE apart from any other
organization.”

By Beatriz Merino
Guest Writer

Photo Courtesy of SIFE

UT Permian Basin’s SIFE participants at the July workshop. The 24 students
learned entrepeneurial, networking and financial literacy among other things.

The Geolog y Club is planning a f ield tr ip to Palo Duro Canyon. They
will be lea ving at 1:00pm on Fr iday, October 5, 2007 and retur ning sometime

on Sunday, October 7, 2007.
The cost for the tr ip will be $20.00 f or members and $30.00 f or non-

members. The cost will pa y for the tr anspor tation, camping f ee, and
entrance fee. In addition, the money will co ver thr ee meals on Saturday and

breakfast on Sunday.
The tr ip is limited to the f irst sixteen people w ho sign up . There will

be mor e information a vailab le when an official head count has been tur ned
in.

Announcement

UT Permian Basin Mesa Journal staff writer
Kelly W ingert. Kelly is a sophomore and has
been writing for the MJ since August.

ence play.  As
of September
19th, the men
are 2-5 overall
(1-3) in confer-
ence games.
Carlos Guillen
and Erik
Carrillo lead
the Falcon
attack on
offense while
goalie, Gage
P e t e r s o n ,
anchors the

UT Permian Basin fall
sports are now in full swing.
Cross country and swimming
have begun competition joining
the soccer and volleyball teams,
which are already playing con -
ference games.  Basketball is the
only fall sport y et to begin play.
It starts up in Nov ember.

Both men’s and women’s
soccer squads are currently in
the beginning stages of confer-

By Chris Gracia
Sports Writer

UT Permian Basin athletes begin conference play

Everyone is looking for a
little independence.  That is one
of the best and most alluring
things about college, other than
getting a great education.
When I moved into the dorm at
the ripe old age of nineteen, I
was ecstatic.  Even in my excite-
ment, I still  w orried about some
pretty common things, like...
will I like my roommate, will
we be able to find everything
we need for the price we want,

Much anticipated new housing units are now open
and will ev erything in the dorm
work when w e get there?

I’v e heard a lot of com-
plaints about roommates not
getting along and things of that
nature.  Lucky for me, my
roommate and I grew up
together.  It is probably for that
exact reason that we have got-
ten along so well and have not
had any falling outs, as yet.  We
both laughed to find out that w e
had keys to our separate rooms
and that there were keys on the
cabinets.  However, I can see the
upside to having these if you

really do not like y our room -
mate.  In our case, both of us
wanted to get out of our houses
to have some independence.
We wanted to be able to do
what w e want, when we want,
without really having to answ er
to anyone except for the UTPB
resident hall rules.  

My parents, roommate,
and I had been shopping for our
dorm since about May. We
agreed on all of the colors we
wanted in our bathroom,
kitchen, and living room.  W e
were able to split all of our

expenses, so that we both spent
about the same amount, and
when w e move out, we will
both have at least one room
completely decorated.  Ashley,
my roommate, has most of the
living room. While I did most of
the bathroom,  we split the
kitchen.  We both love to shop
and decorate; so for me this was
the most fun part of moving in.

When Leta Blewett, the
Student Housing manager,
handed me the keys to my own
place, I could barely contain my
excitement.  It took  all Friday

afternoon to move in. I’m still
bringing things ov er from my
house.

The first problems w e
faced were that our shelves in
the kitchen were not installed.
Our cable had not been hooked
up, and the water heater was
not w orking completely .
How ever, Leta Blewett, was
very helpful and took care of all
of our problems as quickly as
she could.  

All in all, this experi -
ence has been a great one so
far!

By Ami Halfacre
Staff Writer

defense.  The
women have start-
ed off the season
with a record of 1-3-
2 (0-1).  Tiffany
Richter leads the
team in goal scor-
ing.  Brandy Watts
and Cheryl Walker
are right behind,
providing the Lady
Falcons with a solid
attack.  Stephanie
Ward has been
tending the nets

and has two shutouts to this
point.  

The UTPB cross country
team has participated in 3 meets
so far, the latest being the Texas
Tech Invitational.  Coach Pam
Gray and the team are getting
ready to host the UTPB
Invitational on Saturday ,

October 6th.
That is also an important

day for UTPB swimming.  The
swimmers have just begun their
competition and will host the
swimming equiv alent of the

UTPB Invitational the same day
at noon.

Lady Falcon volleyball
has begun conference play on a
very good note.  The team is 2-0
starting in conference games
thus far, with an ov erall record
of 8-8.  In a recent home game
the Lady Falcons easily dis-
posed of Sul Ross State in three
straight games.  In October, the
ladies will play six straight
home matches.Raul Franco leads the falcons

soccer team. They are going for
a goooooal!

Photo by Mary Mar tinez-Gonzales

Photo  by  Austin W alden

SIFE offers life changing opportunities for all students
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The purple sage is a peren-
nial desert plant. Perennial means
that you only hav e to plant them
once and they will come back every
year. They are durable, low mainte-
nance, nearly drought resistant,
cheap to buy, and often provide
beautiful color throughout the
year. There are many different
types of purple sage but in West
Texas the most common type is
called the Texas sage. 

The Texas sage contains
green-grey leaves that are attrac-
tiv e to the touch. The leaves are
often wavy, oval, and arranged in
an alternating pattern. The leaves
contain tiny flow ers that most often

appear after a summer rain. They
are generally purple or lav ender in
color but can also be white, pink, or
blue which makes for one amazing
display.

The plant is most often
only four to fiv e feet tall. There are
certain plants that can grow to be
eight to ten feet tall and then some
that are very small and compact.
Since there are so many different
sizes this plant is good for a con-
tainer pot, foundation plantings,
barriers, hedges, windbreaks, or
screens. 

There is one very interest-
ing but relativ ely unknown fact
about the Texas sage. It is said that
the dried leaves and flowers can be
brewed into a good bedtime herbal
tea. This herbal tea is supposed to

help in the treatment of colds and
flu’s. 

The Texas sage is consid-
ered to be one of the strongest
shrubs around. It has been known
to face drought, freezes, high
winds, salt spray, hungry deer, and
full summer sunlight. Ev en after all
that it still comes back beautifully .
The Texas sage is a great choice if
you are looking for a beautiful,
sturdy, and relatively low mainte -
nance plant to spruce up the yard.

By Kelly M. W ingert
Staff Writer

West Texas Purple Sage

Vicky Gomez, head
coordinator of the Troop
Support Group of Odessa, and a
UTPB faculty member, is a
woman who reminds everyone
to do something for someone
else. Gomez, along with other
troop supporters, greet the
returning servicemen as they
land at the Midland airport.
“It’ s about men and women
supporting our country ,” says
Vicky Gomez. It is about show-
ing them how w e appreciate
what they hav e done for us.
With a flag in y our hand, the
sound of unfailing clapping, the
overwhelming feeling of joy ,
relief and peace, Gomez said,
“It’ s worth every bit of it” said
Gomez. “Any and ev erybody
coming home and landing at the
Midland airport, w e want to
greet them.”   

Why not turn off the tel -
evision screen and spend a few

minutes of your time either
greeting a friend or family
member or a “stranger ” who in
reality had/has a great affect on
the liv es of all Americans.  The
troop supporters w ould like to
be notified of all troops who
plan to come home so that they/
we could greet them.  As Gomez
notes, “It’s the least that we can
do.” 

Students that would like
to participate can do so by send-
ing their name, e-mail and tele-
phone number to Vicky Gomez
at zemogv@cableone.net .
Supporting the troops coming
back from war, coming back
from training…simply coming
back from their station is a small
way of thanking.  All students,
faculty and staff are invited to
join the volunteer troop sup -
porters, and everyone is wel-
come.

Troop supporters pro -
vide flags, clappers, and park-
ing, and would lov e to have oth-

ers join them.  Volunteers can
park their v ehicle at the U.S.
Post Office and a shuttle bus
will take them to the airport and
back to their parked vehicle.
The opportunity is there “It’ s
been the most rewarding
thing…I’v e gotten more out of it
than I’v e given,” said Vicky
Gomez. 

By Romelia Elguezabal
Staff Writer

Supporting the U.S. T roops

Happy to be home . A U.S. soldier
sighs with relief as he returns
from activ e duty overseas.
Volunteers and family members
are on hand to greet him.

Photo Courtsey of V icky Gomez

Photo Courtsey of V icky Gomez

Home of the brave-- Proud U.S. troop supporters at Midland
International Airport. V olunteers hold signs, clap and wave
flags to help greet returning G.I’ s. 
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